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BAYTOWN, TEXAS –May 7, 2009 – The Bayou Bowl Association of Baytown, Texas is proud to announce the seventh annual 2009 Bayou Bowl, a non-profit all-star high school football game between the best graduating seniors.  The 2009 Nike Bayou Bowl will be held Saturday, June 13, 2009 at Stallworth Stadium in Baytown, TX and will feature players from the Greater Houston Area and the State of Louisiana.  Currently, due to the overwhelming costs of hosting the game, the Nike Bayou Bowl is the only major bowl game for the state of Louisiana in which graduated high school seniors from Louisiana are invited to play.  For this reason, the game is hosted in Texas.
The Bayou Bowl is a non-profit game that raises monies each year for youth athletic scholarships and the Shriners Hospitals for Children.  Beginning in 2002, the game has grown to attract national recognition, main stream media and major sponsorships including our new 2009 title sponsor for the next five years, Nike. (For a full list of sponsors please visit www.bayoubowl.org).  The game is also broadcast on FOX Sports Network.  Bayou Bowl is made possible by the coordinated efforts between the Greater Houston Football Coaches Association, Baytown Chamber of Commerce, Baytown Economic Development Foundation and the City of Baytown.  
Each state will field 40 players who will check in for the game week activities June 9. The teams and coaches will be available for photos and to meet the media at 2:30 p.m. that afternoon at Stallworth Stadium. Complete rosters for each team, including coaching staff, is enclosed and can also be found online at www.bayoubowl.org. 
In addition to daily rigorous practices, the teams will be treated to numerous activities through out the week to include: a practice session at Texans Practice Facilities at Reliant Stadium; a visit to Schlitterbahn Galveston Island Water Park; a tour of the Houston Shrine Hospital; their very own autograph session known as “Fan Fest”, the Bayou Bowl banquet featuring game ring presentations, awards and guest speaker Charles Godfrey of the NFL Carolina Panthers and former Bayou Bowl player; and various other activities and luncheons.  Other events preceding and during the week of Bayou Bowl include the seventh annual Bayou Bowl Celebrity Golf Tournament featuring former professional athletes, Division 1 and 1A college coaches and members of the media on Friday June 12 at Goose Creek Country Club.   Another event taking place June 5 and 6 at Bayland Marina, is the first ever “Bayou Bowl Tailgate Blow Out” organized by the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo Metro Go-Texan Baytown/Highlands sub-committee.
Pre-game activities include presentation of the Bayou Bowl Shriner King and Queen (patients of Shriners Hospitals for Children), a performance by the Bayou Bowl cheerleaders and skydivers will fly in the state flags. Charles Godfrey will serve as an honorary captain for the coin toss. Half-time will feature the All-Star Battle of the Bands between the LOUISIANA AND TEXAS PREPARE TO REUNITE FOR THE 7TH ANNUAL NIKE BAYOU BOWL TIE-BREAKING GAME – Page 2 
Greater Houston All-Star Band and the Dallas, Fort Worth All-Star Band. Between the 3rd and 4th quarters the “Perfect Punt” challenge will take place in which contestants get a chance to win $25,000 cash by punting a football into the bed of a pick-up truck. The game will wrap up with MVP presentations for each team.

The 2009 Nike Bayou Bowl kicks off at 8 p.m. Saturday, June 13.  Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for students and can be purchased at the gate on game day, online at www.bayoubowl.org and at various Bayou Bowl events through out the week.  
###
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